Mr. Emerton's Cauſe 


Now depending before the 


DELEGATES, 
; Briefly ſtated and unfolded. 


OULD we but conſul our Duty towards God,or bear a regard to our 
own intereſt,and the Credit and Reputation of our Poſterity,weſhould 
find our ſelves conduRed to acknowledg, That the Bonds of Marriage 
are to be held as ſacred and indifſoluble Tyes. Nor can any thing juſtine 
the Diflolving the Matrimonial Relation betwixt a Man and Woman, 

who have ſtipulated to be Husband and Wife .to one another, ſave the Crime of 

falſhood tothe Marriage-Bed,or what interferes with the primitive.and eſſential ends 
of that holy and neceſſary Inſtitution. Andas theundue vacating of legal Marti- 
ages will infallibly derive guilt upon all that are either Authors or Abettors thereof; 
ſoit may not only expoſe Inheritances to Suits and Controverſies that are not at firſt 
dreaded or foreſcen, but entail the Infamy of being Baſtards upon the offspring of 
ſuch as ſhail marry thoſe who either at preſent, or afterwards ſhall be ſuppoſed 
raviſhed irom their rightful Husbands. And tho' the obtaining ſuch a thing to be 
done in the way of alegal form, may poſſibly ptevent or leſſen the Infamy which 

Poſterity in {uch a caſe may be liable untoz yet as this will betore God enhance 

the offence of doing it, fo it will awaken the'indignation and Reſentment of the 

Generality o' Mankind. For tho? the damage and prejudice do but immediately 


affect one,y<t thouſands will think themſelves rhreatned by ſo dangerous a precedent. 


Nor will any man think himlelt fecure of enjoying a rich Wiſe, while there are 
perſons of Power and Quality in the Nation;that out of defire to the Portions which 
come along with them, think it worth the whi'e tolift themſelves for their Rivals. 
And we may eaſily imagine what a diſcouragement it will be to the induſtry and Care 
of Parents to lay up fittes for their Daughters, if any ſfiall take upon them to null 
or reverle the Ciſpo':1 which they had made of them. And if the proof for Mr. 
Emertons being mari1ed 19 Mrs, Hide do but'anfwer the opinion which the world have 
conceived of it, after the fulleſt enquiry which for ſeven years they have been ca- 
pable of making ; the Court of Wards which the Nation thought fo fit to be abo- 
liſhed, wilt not be fonnd to have been fo bad as an Eccleſiaſtical Court, and a Court 
of Delegates are, ſhould this Cauſe be decided againft him. Nor is it for the honour 
of the Kingdom and Government, that an Aﬀair of this Nature ſhould be fo long 
depending, as this 1th been, before it can be brought to tuch an iſſue as all Parties 
are oblidged to icquiztce in. And whether the way and method of the Proceedings of 
Doftors Common; it this matter,may not occaſton aParliament to inſpe& more narrows- 
ly into that Court, tizn hitherto they have done, | leave them when their thoughts 
arecalm and {er-ne. to confider of themſelves Only it may not be inconvenient to 
re-mind them, how the Hare mentioning this Cafe to the laſt Weſtminſter-Houle of 


Commons, filled ſome of the Civilians with no {mall fearsz and how ay” 
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they were of the prejudice that might have befallen their Court, had the Parlia- 
ment continued ſo long as to have taken this Cauſe into their due Conſideration. -? 
\ But in order to the better clearing of this matter which we have undertaken to 
ſtate and repreſent 3 we will ſuppole that the Son of ſome Noble Peer had been able 
to advance as good evidence for his being married to Mrs. Hide, as Mr. Emerton hath 
produced from the very firſt, 1 would on this ſuppoſition fain know, Whether any 
perſon cf Honour, Juſtice or Senſe, would have thought it reaſonable, That that 
young Noble-Man ſhould for almoſt eight years have been denied the enjoyment of 
the Lady, vpon no better Pretences and Allegations than have been bearkened unto 
as juſtifiable Reaſons for the witkholding her from 1r. Emerton ? Nor is this queſtion 
either impertinent or immodeſt, ſeeing one and the fame Law is the meaſure of Ju- 
Rice both to the Noble and Rich, and to the Mean and Poor. | And we know who 
| hath ſaid, Thou ſhalt-not wreſt Judgment, thou ſhalt not reſpett perſons. , Now to 
obj, That 24-s. Hide & Heir to agreat Eſtate, whereas Mr. Emerton # a perſon of a 
mean fortune, and of infinite diſparity, is to talk as if a man neither underſtood the 
World, nor had any great portion of Wit or Underſtanding. -For how many much 
below Mr. Emertons quality , have matched Ladies of higher extra&ion than 21rs. 
Hide, {without ever having their Marriages called into queſtion , or ſo much as being 
upbraided for their preſumption? Nor was the diſtance in point of Gentility much leſs 
betwixt Sir Thomas Hide and Mrs. Bridgets Mother, than this between 24r. Emerton 
and Sir Themas*s Daughter can be thought to be. And for any that pretend to 
write in favour of Mrs. Hide, to inſiſt upon the greatneſs of the diſparity between 
Ars. Bridget and her firſt Coulin, is both to make her cenſure her Father for little 
better than a Fool in debaſing himſelf fo far as to marry her own Mother ; and at the 
ſame time to proclaim her Mother unworthy of being advanced fo high,as to become. 
Sir Thomas Hides Wife. - And as there is nothing more obvious than that, tho 
people may be raiſed to Honour by matching into great Families; yet they uſually 
meet with more Comfort and Contentment. by diſpoſing themſelves unto meaner. 
Nor is it improbable but that rs. Bridpgets Mother, who was a difcreet Woman , 
ight rather conſult her Daughters happinels, than her Grandure ; and hope: that, 
by the caſting her into-the Arms of, one whom her Daughter might enjoy, ſhe had 
therein providcd a ſufficient recompence for her Child, in.confideration of the E- 
ſtate that he was to poſſels-by vertue of the Match. Yea, is there any thing more 
uſual, than that when a Womanthath been advanced to fome degree of Honour, and 
veſted ina great Eſtate her ſelf, ſhe ſhould, .in caſe ſhe had no Son, and but one only 
Daughter, be rather deſirous that her own Relations ſhould rather reap the Ad- 
vantage of of it, than that it ſhould be carried away to perfe& Strangers, in whom 
not only her Husbands name, but. her owa ſhould be utterly buried ? 

But as to the reality of Ar, Emertons being married to Mrs. Hide, it is not to be 
imagined how much it hath obtained on the belief of the tober part of Mankind, 
| by the Yerd:& that paſſed in favour of itupon a T'ryal before my Lord Chief Juftice 
Hale, where the whole matter in ifſue, was, Whether they were lawfully married 
yea or not, For ſo great an opinion doth the generality of our Engliſh World re- 
tain of the unſpotted Juſtice and the wonderful Knowledg of the Law of that Ex- 
cellent Perſon, that they are apt to pronounce in favour of whatſoever received his 
Approbation, and was judicially determined befoce him. And whereas it is faid, 
That the Conrt of Kings- Bench hath no Furiſdittion to decide the Right of Marriage ; 
it will not be eaſe to perſwade this Generation, that my Lord Chief Juſtice Hale 
was ignorant of the extent of the Juriſdition of that Court, or that he would 
. have medled in an Aﬀair that he had not any Cognizance of, according to Law, I 
ſhall not be ſo prefumptuous as to make a Comparitlon between the Judgment of that 
Adgmirable Perſon,and the Authority of one upon another Bench that ſtill ſurviveth; 
but ſhall only ſay, that their Fames will be beft balanced, when this Judges Grave 
hath been as many years trodupon, as the others hath been. But tho the Court 
of Kings-Bench may not have a Juriſdiion to determine Right of Marriage, yet I 
ſuppole it will be granted that it comes within its Province, and falls under its Ju- 
ridiion to determine of a Title toan Eftate. Now the bulineſs before my Lord 


Chief Juſtice Hale being , Whether Ar, Emerton had a Title to ſuch an Eftate by 
vertue 
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rertneof h:ving married Afrs, Bridget Hide, the Examination of tke validity of 
that Martizge-lay properly before him, and was the matter in ifſue as the Founda- 
dation of 51r. Emertons claim, And I do not know, but that ſome people may in due 
time tind,and that irom the deciſion of this Cauſe upon one days hearing at the Kings 
Bench, and {o much to the Univerſal SatisfaRion of all people, how thereupon the 
Legiſlative Authority of the Nation may come to think,that ſuch Suitsmay as well be 
determined in Weſtminfter-Hall as at the Dotbors Commons, where this Cauſe hath 
hung this Eight years, and not yet brought to a Concluſion. And whereas it is al- 
ledged, That the Judgment before my Lord Chief Fuſtice Hale pſt upon hearing one 
fiae only.{ mult crave leave to ſay,that it is notoriouſly falſe;zfor it was not a'Sentence 
given upon a Non tuit, but upon a Verdi& of a Jury which always ſuppoleth a 
hearing of both ſides. *Tis true, that as the D:fendant had not much to ſay, be- 
cauſe weak and frivolous tuggeſtions could not pals there for Evidence; fo the proofs 
were fo ſtrong and clear for the Plantiff Emerton , that the Jury brought in their 
Verdi without going from tne Bar. Nor is there any need of long and elaborate 
Hirangues to determine whether two perſons be married one to the other z the Te- 
ſtimony of two or three credible Witneſſzs who can ſwear their preſence at the 
Wedding, and that it was tranſa&ed in verbs de preſents,being of more fignificancy 
ro make taith of ſuch a thing, than a hundred Qrations ſtuft with Quotations out 
ot Civil and Canon Law Books. 

The next thing thaz occurs to be diſcourſed in Confirmation of the Marriage 
between Afr. Emerton and Ars, Hide, is the Sentence which the Judges 
Delegates, after along and full hearing, gave and pronounced as their Judg- 
ment upon the whole matter. . To tuppote them to have been partial in favour of 
Ar. Emerton, is not only an uncharitable Reflz&ion upon perſons of Honour, Learn- 
ing aad Credit, but isa thing eafte to be overthrown by all Principles of Ratiocina- 
tion, For asno man will ſay, that they were liable to miſtake through weakneſs 
and faileur of underſtanding, being all perſons of great and known Abilities, and 
{ome of them Gentlemen daily converſant in the like Caufesz ſoit cannot be imagi- 
ned how they ſhould be influenced to do knowingly an unjuſt thing,meerly that they 
might befriend Mr. Emerton. For he is neither a man. of that quality and power, 
as that his ability to prejudice them, ſhould influence their fears nor yet a man of 
that intereſt in the Nation, as that his being qualified to prote& or advance them , 
ſhould work upon the principle of {elf-love, which too many are apt to bear to them= 
{elves. Whatloever can be imagined apt or proper to pervert men from equity and 
juſtice. ir lay all on the other ſide, had they carried minds capable of being impreſ- 
{ed by it, Beſides their whole carriage in the hearing of this Afﬀair while it was 
depending before them, does demonſtrate to all mankind, that nothing but convin- 
cing Evidence and the efficacy and force of Juſtice obliged them to give Sentence for 
Hr. Emerton. For as they did exclude his two moſt material Witneſſes, viz. his 
Father and Mother from giving the leaſt Evidence in the Cauſe; fo they would not 
admit his Kindred to teſtifie but ſub omnibus limitationibus & de bene efſe. And how 
many good and allowed Marriages are there in the Nation, that ſhould they be 
queſtioned, could never be proved and made. out, were f{uch [Relations either 
debarred from giving Evidence,or confined to give Teſtimony under the Reſtriions_ 
and Limitations that Mr. Emertons were ? It were endleſs to repeat thoſe things 
that the Judges-Delegates put upon him z which all thoſe whom either their own 
Curioſity, or the importance of the Cauſe drew to attend upon the hearing of it, 
Riled Grievances and Hardſhips. Nay, it were not eaſie to call over how many Ar- 
ticles of his Allegations they wholly rejeted, which yet the moſt judicious, 
critical and impartial hearers judged not only pertinent, but very material 
towards the proof of his Marriage. -For after Thirty Seven Articles tendred 
on his part, they admitted but Eight or Nine, and thoſe none of the 
moſt conſiderable 3 and proof can be made upon no other than what are allow- 
ed by the Court, Yea there were ſeveral applications made to the Judges of that 
Commiſſion, which it is not needful here to recount, in prejudice of Mr. Emertorr, 
all which notwithttanding, ſuch was the clearnels and juſtice of his Cauſe, they paſſed 


Sentence in tavour of his Marriage. But as it is needleſs to draw thele things ints 
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a further length; ſo it is altogether unneceſſary to advance any more Ar: 
guments, whereby to prove not only how improbable, but moraily impoſſi- 
ble it is, that perſons who acted after this manner, ſhould have any partiality for 
Mr. Emerton. And whereas it is objzQted, That there were but 6 of the 15 Delegates 
preſent at the hearing of the Cauſe, care being taken by thole that ſold the young Lady, 
that no more ſhould be preſent there ;, | lay it was none of Mr. Emertons tault, that all 
who were named for the hearing of it, were not as well preſent as thoſe fix. For as 
my Lord Chance}lor, who appointed them,did it without the leaſt reſpe&t or favour 
ſhown therein to Mr. Emerton , (o it had been exceedingly for Mr. Emertons Inte. 
reit to have gotten them a'l to have attended, And if it can be ſuppoled to have been 
upon any untair or low inducements, that ſome who were named by my Lord Char 
cellor, declined fitting upon that Caule, *ris moſt probable to have proceeded from a 
fear of offending great men that endeavoured to have it go againſt Mr. Emerton,which 
they foreſaw they cculd not with Honour and Conſcience conſent unto. And where- 
as it is intimated that the abſenting of ſo m1any of the Delegates, was by the care of thoſe 
that ſold the young Lady, azd betrayed the Cauſe, it is the highett Argument in the 
World of the Truth of the Marriage, feeing the perſons that muſt be here intend= 
ed, were they who contrived Mr. Emerton all this trouble, and who have all along 
promoted the keeping him from ker, whom he ſtill confidently affirms to be his 
Wife. And wher-as it is faid, That my Lord Chief Fuſtice North, did diſſent from 
the other five Delegates; and that if his Learned Arguments could be produced, it would 
appear how all t hat differed from lim, to ſay no otherwiſe theresf, were miſtaken un their 
Judgment; it may be with modeſty replied, That it is more likely that one man ſhould 
be miſt:ken in his opinion, than five, Eſpecially if we do but conſiJer, that icveral of 
them were either Judges or DoQors in thoſe very Courts, under whole proper Fu- 
rikdiaion the determining the Right of Marriage is faid to be. Nor hath my Lord 
Chief Juſtice North ſhown himſelf ſo infalliblein all'the Aﬀairs that arrive before 
him at the Common Pleas, as that we muſt believe him above all liablenets to miſtake, 
in a Cauſe more out of the Sphere and Circle of his Studies, as this was where he fat 
as a Dzlegate at Serjeants Inn. But the world would be better able to jadg on whoſe 
fide the miſtake is moſt lixcly rolyc, if the -Gentleman . that boaſts ſo much of iny 
Lord Chief Juſtice's Arguments, would but do us the favour to furniſh us with the 
learned Arguments of all the Six Delegates, when they finally delared their Opini- 
ons. Eſpecially if he had but recounted a Saying of the Biſhop of Rocheſter*s, viz. 
That he could have wiſhed he could have been able to declare on the other fide, but 
that his Conſcience would not allow him. 

Nor have men that power over their own Underſtandings, as to think over. favour. 
ably of this new proceeding in this Aﬀair, when they conſider upon what allegNti- 
ons a Commiſſion of Review was granted and obtained, For as no ſuch Commiſſi- 
on 0uzht, or is uſual to be allowed, fo as to proceed to a ſecond hearing of the whole 
Cauſe, withour the alledging of ſome new matter ; fo it ſhould likewile be ſuch mat- 
ter as both Law Goth admit and juſtifie the mentioning of, and ſuch as can be brought 
into iſſue, and is at leaſt, init ſelf, capable of being proved. Now the Allegation 
brought by Mrs. Hide, and which the Biſhops and Civilians impowered by the Come 
miſſion of Review did admit, is both tuch as is expreſly againſt the Law to admit, 
and which no man is ever able to make out. For as Mrs. Bridget can never prove, 
That her Father, Sir Thomas Hide, lay with her Aunt Emerton before he married 
her Mother, ſo the Civil Law expreſly prohibits the reciving fſach an Allzgation 
from Children againſt their Parents. And as it is not much for the honour of thoſe 
perſons that ſate upon the Commiſſion of Review, to admit ſuch a ſuggeſtion ; {o 
the proceeding to anew hearing of the Cauſe, under a pretence from this Allega- 
tion, that there is new matter brought before them, argues, both that ſome peo= 
ple would tain have Mr. Emerton lole the Gentlewoman whom he pretetds to be 
married unto; and that his Cauſe appears very ſtrong, fceing they that would va- 
cate the marriage, have nothing to retreatunto at laſt, but to ſhameleſs a pretence 
as this to obtain it difannulled for. And as whatſoever ſavours of want of candor, 
and impartialneſs towards Mr. Emerton, is conſtrued by the men of Law, as well 


as Wit and Converlation about the Town, to be an evidence and confirmation of 
the 
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the validity and goodneſs of his marriage ; ſo the late joyning of four or five Noble 
Lords, as AdjunQs to the Commiſſion of Review, in which there were ſixteen be. 
fore, and moſt of them in and near the City, confirms moſt thinking men in their 
belief of his being married to the forementioned Gentlewoman. For tho all per- 
fons ought to think, that thoſe Honourable Peers are men of more Juſtice and Ho- 
nour, than to determine in this Cauſe otherwiſe than as it ſhall appear before them 
upon evidence and due proof, yet they carmot command their thoughts ſo far, as 
not to imagine ſome difference in this method of procedure, from what uſethcom. 
monly to be in the like cafes. And the delaying the hearing full two years, fince 
the laft Sentence which paſt for his Marriage, ſeems to lookers on, and impartial per- 
ſons,to have been no ways deſigned in his favour. Yea, *tis believed this is the firſt 
time that ever a Review was allowed after a Sentence by the Delegates, provided it 
was pro Matrimonio, - _ Gn | | F 

. And her own Anſwers and acknowledgments upon Oath in Court , are c- 

nough, without any further evidence, to prove the reality of her marriage to Mr. 
Emerton. For ſhe both confeſſeth, That there was ſuch a TranſaRion as the ſoleme 
nizing of a Marriage between them, de verbs 8 preſenti, and thac by a Curare or 
Miniſter, who is the Officer that the Law devolves this upon : She only- pretends, 
That ſhe neither pr,nounced the words audibly, nor underftood what ſhe ſaid; as 
to both which we ſh.:: hew anon, that ſhe hath wonderfully torgot her felf. Nays 
ſhe owneth the having received both a Ring-and a Purſe of Gold from him at that 
time, . and upon that occaſion 3 which is ſufficient to convince all unbiaſs'd perions in 
conſequence and confirmation of -vhat it was. 

; But his P:oofs upon Oath in Curt, are fo plain, and deſcend to fo manv Circum- 
Aances, that it is nor poſſible for any rhat pretend to a regard ro Juſtice or. Honour, 
to withſtand or controll the evidence of them. Forrhe proves in the firſt place, 
That Sir Thomas Hide antecedent)y to his Marriage t» my Lady, had deſigned out 
of a particular reſpe& which he bore to 91d M:.'Emerton, to fettle the molt part, if 
not all his Eſtate upon him and his children. | | | 

, . Yea, the young Geritleman proves, 'Ihat he had accordingly made a Settle- 
yucut uf its and rhat in caſe of his not marrying, or dying without Heirs of his 


own Body, it Was iu his Fails and Its lawfol ifſue. 
Secondly, He proves, That it was by the means of his Father and Mother, that 


their Siſter, the late Lady Hide, was married unto Sir Thomas; and that it was 
much out of reſpe& to her Husband and her, that he firſt encertain'd a thought of 
applying unto her, and afterwards'took her for his Wite. 

.. Thirdly, He proves, That Sir Thomas not only after his Marriage, but after ifſue 
'of this Mrs. Bridget by his Lady, did till continue his refpe& to, old Mr. Emerton's 
Family, and often declare his Reſolution, That he would never. beſtow. his faid 
Daughter upon any Courtier, or any relating thereunto. And it is caſie to be 
proved , That my Lady Hide, as well -out of gratitude to her Brother 
and Siſter, as for the reſpe& ſhe bore unto, and for the advancing of their Family, 
would prefer her Daughter to one of their Sons , before apy other whatſoe- 
Ver. - | ; | 

... Accordingly, after Sir Thomas's Death, and full two years before her Doughter 
was marriagcable, ſhe took a younger Sifter of her own, , Aunt tro Mr. Emertor 
who hath married Mrs. Bridger, to wait upon her ſaid Daughter, partly to incul- 
cate upon her a reſpe& and kindneſs for her N:phew , and Mrs. Bridgets Couſin, 
and partly to prevent Sir Robert Yzner's inſtnuating ome Cournicr upon her, for the 
ſerving and befriending his own ends and deſigns. | 

_ He further proves, That when my Lady Hide found her. Daughter to approach 
the years, in which according to law ſhe w4s marriageable 3 how ſhe enquired, 
being a good and conſcientious Woman , into the Lawtuloels of firſt Couſins 
marrying the one to the other. And tha no perſon verſed or converſant in Studies 
relating hercunto, ever ſcrupled the Lawtulneſs of it 3 yet ſhe would not;proceed 
init tl ſhe had obtain'd the opinions of ſeveral Divines. 
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He further proves, That my Lady Yizer having: propounded to Ars, E- 
merton the Marriage of her Daughter to ſome one of the Sons of the {aid Ars. 
Emerton, the good Woman Mrs. Emerton did from a profſpe& of troudle 
to enſue thereupon from Sir Robert-Yiner, and from an Apprehtenfion of Envy 
from others , endeavour all ſhe could to have avoided it. Andin purſuance here- 
of ſhe counſelled her Siſter to diſpoſe of her ſaid Daughter to my Lord Whay- 
zors Son ; but ſhe replied, She had no concernment in tuch Perfons and Families, 
but was reſolved to exalt, enrich, and prefer her own Family. 1. 

He further proves, That whereas my Lady Yiner would have diſpoſed her 
Daughter to the eldeft Son of old Mr. Emerton, how that rs. Bridget de- 
clined him;and declared her ReſpeR for the younger, whom ſhe coule more hearti- 
ly and aff<&ionately love. PS | 

He further proves, That before his faid Marriage with Ars, Bridget Hide, 
ſeveral Lerters were interchanged between him and her; and that ſhe being nor 
{o well sKkild as to write her ſelf , -imploy'd another to return him Anſwers co 
all the aff-ionate Leters he ſent; and that when they were anſwered according- 
ly to her Humour, Afﬀe&ion and-Mind , ſhe would expreſs all kind of Re: 
ſpeRfulneſs and Gratitude to tholc that penned them. : 

He further proves, That when the time of her being married to him, the 
ſaid Mr. Emerton approached, ſhe uſed often to read the Office of Marriage, 
that ſhe might the better underſtand what Relation ſhe was to bring ker ſelf into, 
and what Duties ſhe was to lay her {ſelf under, 

He further proves, That as ſhe had been at the Solemnizing of Marriages be- 
fore , fo ſhe underſtood the import and meaning of the matrimonial Terms and 
Words; foraſmuch as ſhe repreſented to her Mother, how a certain Bride at 
whoſe Wedding ſhe had beeri, miſrepeated the words of Marriage after the 
Parſon, and told her Mocher diſtintly wherein the ſaid Bride was miſtaken, 
and for what ſhe deſerved to be reprimanded, | - 

He further produceth and giveth proof of a Letter written by my Lady 
Viner ,, That Mr. Emerton ſhould come at ſuch a time and be married to her 
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He further proves , That an faih « 4-y, ond at ſach » places he the 1aid 
Hr. Emerton was, according to the Form and Rites of the Church of Eng. 
land, married to the fore-mentioned Mrs. Bridget Hide, and after the - $9. 
lemnization of the Marriage, bedded with her, and that ſhe was both before and 
all 'the following part of the day very pleaſant aad chearful, q 

He further proves, That the firſt Evening which Sir Robert Yiner ſaw her 

after the ſaid Marriage, how that he her Father-in-law having drunk to her 
by the name of Mrs. Bride , that thereupon ſhe riſing from the Table, and 
whiſperins to the next ſhe. met with , inwhom. ſhe could place any Confi- 
dence, ſaid , How much in the Right is my Father, tho -he does not know 
it ? 
He further proves, That the reaſon why my Lady Yiner conceals and kept 
this matter ſecret both before and after the ditpolal- of her Daughter, was 
partly leaft Sir Robert Yiner being apprehenſive of it, might endeavour to be- 
ftow her as might be-moſt ſubſervient to his Intereſt; and partly to prevent 
+ Differences which ſhe' foreſaw would ariſe betwixt him and her ; which both 
for his Honour and her own Peace,ſhe was deſirous to avoid for that year,he be. 
ing then toenter upon his Mayoralty. 

He further proves, That even during the time it was thought convenient to 
keep it hid, rs. Bridget ſo often called Ar. Emertons Siſter Mrs. Sarah Em. by 
the name of Siſter, that both the very Servants took notice of it; and that 
unleſs ſhe had taken the benefit of a gentle reprimand, it had been unſeaſo- 
nably diſcovered, "= 

And which is yet'more material, he uncontrollably proves, That even after my 
LadyYiner*s death,ſhe her ſelf owned the Marriage to all that converſid-with her, 


particularly to her Godmother my Lady Archinſon, and Mr. Duncome, as well as 
above 
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above a dozen more, whom he hath produced as Witneſſes. Nor did ſhe this meerly 
when ſhe and thele pertons were alone, but ſhe acknowledged to much both in the 
preſence of the Counteſs of Danby ar.d Sir Robert Yiner. $0 that Sir Robert Yiner 
partly upon her Conf«ſſion and Aﬀeveration of the Marriage, and partly upon her 
producing and confeſling the KING Mr. Emerton had beſtowed upon her at the So- 
lemnizition of the matrimonial Ceremonies and Rites, and ſhe wing the Purſe of 
Gold he had given her upon his being eſpouſed unto her, was not only forc'd to 
__ ContradiQion, but to confeſs that he believed they were really married to- 
ether. 

- He further Proves, That when a Report was ſpread abroad , how the Par- 
fon had Citclaim'd and deny'd the marrying of them , that Jrs. Bridger with- 
out the Inſtigation or Influence of any of Ar. Emertons Relations or Friends, 
{aid , What a Rogue is this Par/ox to deny the marrying of us, there being 
{9 many Witnefles to convince him of falſhood, and he knows well enough that he 
hath married us ? 

Yea, it is proved in Court, how that after ſhe had been kept up above 
three Weeks in order to alienate her Aﬀe&ions from her Husband, and te 
moke her diſclaim the Marriage ; that upon Treaty in Order to delivering her 
to Myr. Emerton, Sir Robert Clayton being Referree for Sir Robert Viner, acknows 
ledged to Ar. Duncome, Referree for Mr. Emerton, that ſhe fill perſever'd in 
owning the Marriage , and that her doing fo, was next unto a miracle unto him, 
conſidering the means that had been uted to make her deny it. 

Nay, he further proves, how that my Lady Yiner's Woman coming after 
her Death to wait upon Ars. Bridget, and taking upon her to tell how ſhe 
had been Kind to her Husband in his Childhood and Youth; that there- 
upon Madam Bridget replied, She would love her the better ſo long as ſhe 
lived and in Confirmation thereof embrac'd and kifs'd her. | | 

So that upon the whole, there are few men in England can give that Proof 
and Evidence of the Truth and Reality. of their Marriage, which 24r. Emertor 
hath ( aſter all the foul Play he hath met with ) of his being married to 
Madam Hide. And if this Cauſe go againſt him, it will gratifie Husbands 
that are weary of their Wives 3 for they will be aſſured, that upon this 
Preſident they may be eaſily rid of them. What iſſue this Cauſe may 
have at Serjeants Inn, doth not much affe& him , ſeeing he is reſolved be- 
fore he relinquiſheth his Claim in the Lady, to do himſelf and all Engl:fh 
men that Right, as to try the Judgment of the Supreme Court of England 
the Parliament. And I ſoleminly declare, That were I engaged in his Cauſe, 
1 would deſire no more, in cafe of a Parliament, than what the methods to- 
wards Mr, Emerton have been, both to prevent all Courts of Delegates for the fu- 
ture, and tinally to overthrow and deſtroy the Dofors Commons. Þ 

Nor is it unworthy of remark, Thar all the Proofs on her fide are only ſome fug- 
ſuggeſtions ſupported meerly:by her own Teſtimony, and that after all the utmoſt 
endeavours have been uſed to alicnate her from her Husband, and to beget in hcr a 
diſlike of him. | 

I might ſubjoin a large account concerning the quality and greatneſs of the per- 
{cns who ſolicite this Cauſe againſt Mr. Emerron, and what methods are taken to be- 
get a prejudice in the Judges both of his Pcrſon, and the Juſtice of his Cauſe z but 
this 1 ſhall ſuſpend, from a hope I retain of their being pertons of more Honour than 
to ſuffer themſelves to be perverted from the Rules of Conſcience, Judgment; and 


Equity. 
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